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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

May 23, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect 
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
What a gift the Holy Spirit is! He works in our hearts and lives each and 
every day to revive us, refresh us, and refocus us. He is the very breath of 
God, sent from heaven to give breath to our lifeless souls. As we celebrate 
the festival of Pentecost today, we focus on and appreciate the work of the 
Holy Spirit. We also pray that he would continue to work in us and 

through us each and every day. For it is only by his work that we can praise God and 
serve others. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the 
fire of your love!

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is red, which is representative of the Holy Spirit’s 
work, since the Spirit came in tongues of fire on the heads of the apostles.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“There Is a Redeemer.” by Melody Green © 1982 Birdwing Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Pub.) (Admin. by 
BMG Music Pub.) BMG Songs, Inc. (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Pub.) (Admin. by BMG Music Pub.) Ears To Hear 
(Admin. by BMG Music Pub.) (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Pub.). Used by permission: CCLI #145043

723 “Holy Spirit, the Dove Sent from Heaven.” Text: Philip W. Blycker, b. 1939; tr. Stephen P. Starke, b 1955 © 2004 
Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concorida Publishing House.  All rights reserved.  Tune: Philip W. Blycker, b. 1939 © 1977 
Philip W. Blycker. All rights reserved.  Setting: Robert A. Hobby, b. 1962 © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net A-719903. All rights reserved.  

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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CALENDAR    May 23-30

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM Chapel Service
1:00 pm Dime & Dollar Volunteer Meeting at new store
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center 

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:00 PM Closing School Service & Graduation 

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 26 Donation Day at NEW Dime & Dollar
May 28 Last Day of School & School Picnic 
May 31 Memorial Day - No Monday Night Worship
June 1 Summer Office Hours Begin
June 13 Church in the Park

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  226   
From July 1, 2020 to May 20, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 951,953
Actual cost of ministry: $ 1,013,328
Mortgage balance:  $1,260,129
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN This Day at your Creating Word | CW 229
Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-All; 4-Women; 5-All 

Please stand. 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways     
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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C:  There Is a Redeemer
 Please join to sing the refrain 

The refrain is especially fitting 
for Pentecost, when we 

celebrate the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit to accomplish the 
work of spreading the good 

news of Jesus.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of 
grace. Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith 
we may tell abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Father, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated. 

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Ezekiel 37:1-14
The Spirit is sent to give life.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 51b | CW p. 87
Please join to sing the refrain and the “Glory be to the Father…”

C: ♫ Come, Holy Spirit, Renew our hearts
and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

M: O Lord, open ′my lips,*
And my mouth will de′clare your praise.

You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would ′bring it;*
You do not take pleasure in burnt ′offerings.

The sacrifices of God are a broken ′spirit;*
A broken and contrite heart, o God, you will ′not despise.

C: ♫ Come, Holy Spirit, Renew our hearts
and kindle in us the fire of your love. 
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M:  Create in me a pure ′heart, O God*
And renew a steadfast spirit with′in me.

Do not cast me from your ′presence*
Or take your Holy Spirit ′from me.

Restore to me the joy of your sal′vation,* 
And grant me a willing spirit, to sus′tain me.

Then I will teach transgressors ′your ways,*
And sinners will turn ′back to you.

C:  ♫ Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son*
And to the Holy ′Spirit,

As it was in the be′ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. ′Amen.

C: ♫ Come, Holy Spirit, Renew our hearts
and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

SECOND LESSON  Acts 2:1-21
The Spirit is sent to point people to Jesus.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

SONG BY SCHOOLCHILDREN Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks

Please stand.
GOSPEL  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-11
The Spirit is sent to testify and convict. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

The phrase “kindle in us the 
fire of your love” is actually 
not found in Scripture; it is 
a liturgical phrase that has 

been a part of Pentecost 
worship for some time. We 
see that the Holy Spirit is 

often associated in the Bible 
with working in our hearts, 

with fire, and with love.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The children are invited to come forward for a special message, or they may remain in the pews.

HYMN              Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord | CW 176
Verse 1-All; 2-Pastors; 3-All 

SERMON Make No Bones About It!   

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   

Explanation of the third article of the Apostles’ Creed from Luther's Small Catechism 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian church, the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

M: What does this mean?
C: I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, 

my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, 
enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the 
same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church 
on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian 
church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers. On the Last 
Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all believers 
in Christ. This is most certainly true.

Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING  Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire  
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Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Holy Spirit of God, we worship and glorify you as the Lord and giver of all spiritual 

life. By our own thinking and choosing, we should still be lost in our sins, and 
wandering in spiritual darkness toward eternal death. Only by your gift of life do we 
now confess that Jesus Christ is our Lord; only by your enlightenment do we know 
the loving heart of our Father in heaven and his promise of eternal life in Christ.

C: With the Father and the Son, you are one God, one Lord.
M: We thank you for fulfilling the Word you gave by the prophets and the promise spoken 

by our Lord Jesus Christ. You came down on the Day of Pentecost to guide and comfort 
the apostles, to lead them into all truth, and to reveal your plan to save us.

C: Extend your Church throughout the world by the words we speak and the 
messengers we send.

M: We praise you for calling us by the gospel and making us sons and daughters of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus. By Baptism you clothed us in his righteousness. You 
gathered us into his flock, the one holy Christian Church, where we hear the 
Shepherd’s voice proclaiming the forgiveness of all our sins.

C: Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love.
M: Continue to preserve us in the one true faith by the means you have chosen, our 

Savior’s gospel in Word and sacraments.
C: Enable us to present ourselves with all our abilities as thank offerings to him 

who sacrificed himself for us.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer

M: Sanctify us in body, mind, and spirit to glorify our Father in heaven and to serve 
our neighbor here on earth with good works, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Be seated. 
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HYMN Holy Spirit, the Dove Sent from Heaven | CWS 723
1-2, Song Leaders; 3-4, All. 

This Spanish hymn is a little different than what we might be used to. Still, it speaks about the 
work of the Holy Spirit throughout time. Some unfamiliar words, unction (v. 3) and chrism (v. 

4), both have to do with oils or ointments used for anointing, especially at baptism.
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Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give 
you peace.

C:  ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. ♫
Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace | CW 185
All sing  

Note how we pray for the work of 
the Holy Spirit to continue in our 
hearts and lives. Such a prayer is a 
staple at the end of many prayers, 

hymns, and worship services.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In John 16:8-11, there are some striking things said about the work of the Holy Spirit. 
For what reasons is it good and necessary that the Holy Spirit convicts us and the 
world about the things found in those verses (sin, righteousness, and judgment)?

2. Ezekiel’s short response in 37:3, “Lord God, you know,” might get glanced over; but 
in what ways is this an effective and powerful response (and even a prayer) when 
we encounter questions or hardships in our lives? What is the only way we can have 
such a response?

3. How do we know that the tongues spoken in Acts 2 were intelligible languages? 
What impact did that have on the growth of the early Church, not just on the day of 
Pentecost, but also in the following years and decades?

4. The picture of death and life runs throughout the Scriptures, including in Ezekiel 37. 
Find/recall at least three other sections of Scripture that speak about spiritual life and 
death in ways similar to Ezekiel. What, if any, additional insights do these sections 
add to today’s service?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
Ephesians

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

SUMMER TIME IS ALMOST HERE

The Closing School Service and Graduation are on Thursday, May 27 at 6:00 PM. 
Congregation members are welcome. 

The last day of school at St. Paul's is Friday, May 28. After awards and yearbook signing, 
the students will enjoy a school picnic. 

There is no Monday night worship service on Memorial Day.

Summer office hours begin on Tuesday, June 1. The official office hours will be 10:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM, although staff members may be here outside of those hours. 

HAVING A RUMMAGE SALE?

Save your unsold clothing for the Clothing Drive in August. Your unwanted items could 
be just what someone else needs.  Donation Days are set for August 3-5.

ARE YOU COMING? June 13 | 10:30 AM

If you will be attending, Church in the Park on June 13, please sign up in the Welcome 
Center. We are just looking for a head count, so we know how much food to buy. You are 
Welcome to bring friends and family.  The service will be held at Robinson Park at 10:30 
AM with a picnic afterwards.  We are also looking for a few donations like bottled water 
and homemade desserts.  The complete list is on the Ministry Table.   

SUNDAY TECH ASSISTANTS NEEDED

We could use more teach help especially with the 10:30 Sunday and 6:30 Monday services. 
For most services, all you need to do is push a button (or click a mouse) to advance the 
slides. If there is something more, someone would tech you how to do what you need to 
do. If you are able to help, even just one Sunday a month, please contact Chris Williams 
(507-279-0167), Larry or Veronica Klish (715-421-3607), or Pastor Proeber (715-421-3634). 
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NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS - ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Now that Mrs. Carol Brown is retiring, we need an additional person to work part-time 
(or possibly full-time) in the joint church/school office.  We are seeking a WELS member 
with communication skills who is able to work independently and respond to changing 
work demands. Duties would include receptionist, preparing documents for worship and 
other events, data entry, light bookkeeping and more, all handled in a Christian manner. 
Previous office and computer experience is a plus. Training will be provided.  The office 
is open 8:00AM-4:00 Monday-Friday with reduced hours in the summer.  Your schedule 
could be flexible during this time.  For more information or an application, please contact 
Judy Stensberg at 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpauslwr.org.

DIME & DOLLAR VOLUNTEER MEETING May 26 | 1:00 PM 

All potential volunteers are invited to a meeting at the new Dime and Dollar location in 
Wisconsin Rapids at 1351 8th St. S. on Wednesday, May 26 at 1:00 PM.  If you were sent a 
volunteer application and have not returned it yet, please bring it with you.  If you have 
not received one, there will be more available at the meeting.  If you can't make the 1:00 
meeting, you are welcome to come later in the day between 5:00 and 6:00 PM to get the 
information.  Another meeting may be held the following week for those unavailable this 
coming week.  Also, if you are attending the meeting, please consider coming early or 
staying late to help us process donations that we are receiving that day.  We will need to 
sort, clean, and price many items to stock our shelves.  Help will be needed for that task 
every day from Wednesday through the Memorial Day weekend.

THE NEW DIME AND DOLLAR BEGINS ACCEPTING DONATIONS

If you have donations to bring to the new Dime and Dollar, please drop them off from 
noon until 6:00 PM on Wednesday, May 26.  The following week we will accept donations 
on Tuesday, June 1 from 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM and on Thursday, June 3 from 4 PM to 7 
PM.  Please tell your friends and neighbors about these specific drop off times.  Regular 
drop off donation times will be posted in the window and in further publications as time 
goes on.  Check out the list of items we especially need donated right now and a list of 
items we cannot accept in the newsletter or the separate handout available at 
church.  Please always consider donating only the items that are clean and in good 
working order.  Thank you!



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634   |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org

 

www.stpaulswr.org


